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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is both a great honour and a wonderful pleasure to be with you this evening and to be given the 
opportunity to address you on the occasion of this opening dinner of the Roundtable on Bioelectronic 
medicine. This Roundtable should set the direction for the creation of a movement around this potentially 
highly innovative medical path. 

On behalf of the Government of the State of Geneva, I wish to warmly welcome you to Geneva. In 
particular, those who travelled from afar and honour us with their presence. I also wish to congratulate 
the organisers for bringing you together and for allowing tomorrow's discussions to take place. 

Geneva is the perfect place to convene when discussing  
- innovative technologies,  
- innovative science and  
- innovative health care.  

Typically, when you are supposed to say a few words like this and it is a subject you hear for the first 
time, you start googling the subject. 

When you hear "bioelectronic medicine,” you have lots of images that come to mind such as the 
treatment of Jack Nicholson in "One flew over the cuckoo's nest" or augmented humans as in the series 
"The Six Million Dollar Man.” As you can see from my references, I was born in the sixties. 

And on Google, everything about bio electronic medicine is extremely recent. Most articles are only one 
or two years old.   

So why come to Geneva to discuss bioelectronic medicine? 

First of all, because in Geneva, we are used to discussing subjects of all sizes, from infinitely small to 
unimaginably large. These discussions take place at the European organisation for nuclear research 
called CERN. CERN has the most powerful accelerator of nuclear particles in world. Their favourite 
activity at CERN is to rush atomic particles through 27 kilometres of pipes filled with electro-magnets 
and then making the particles collide into gigantic magnetic fields. 

At present, there is a two-year break between experiments. So, the scientists at CERN have time to 
explore other uses of their many discoveries. The CERN technology transfer office has a large experience 
in health applications and bio electronic medicine is one of them. 



 

 

Derived from developments in accelerators, detectors and computing, technologies behind particle 
physics, the scientists have recently come up with something they called Hadron therapy. This is an 
advanced radiotherapy technique using proton or ion beams to deliver precision treatment of tumours, 
sparing the surrounding healthy tissues from unwanted radiation. 

Second, Geneva is also the host to the European Human Brain Project. This is a not only European but 
worldwide effort to map the human brain and understand its functions. 

Third, the Geneva Campus Biotech also hosts research activities of the University of Geneva and the 
Federal Polytechnical school in Lausanne. The neurological research activities have to do with electrical 
stimulation of muscles allowing spine-injured patients to use their limbs again or improving brain-
machine interaction.  

Finally, the University of Geneva's Faculty of Medicine has a laboratory for Soft Bioelectronic interfaces 
developing artificial skin or neural electrodes for in vitro or in vivo implants. 

So, as you see, I discovered that the "Six Million Dollar Man" is already becoming reality in Geneva 
thanks to bioelectronic medicine. 

Therefore, I'm very proud to be standing here this evening, on the eve of possible major developments 
and ground-breaking innovations. 

But even if more modestly, this Roundtable can already bring stronger collaboration, improved sharing 
of experiences and can spread knowledge further, it would be a great success and allow this medical 
field to continue its promising growth. 

I wish you very fruitful discussions tomorrow and look forward to witnessing their effects very soon. Enjoy 
this evening in Geneva and thank you for your attention! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


